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GRAND ARMY HISTORY

Origin and Growtl: of the World’s
Greatest Soldier Organization.

For Fourteen Years It Languished, and,
Though Born in the West, Its Mem-
bership Was Chiefly in the East,

ENORMOUS GAINS SINCE 1830

The Changes That Have Made It the
Powerful Order 1t Is To-Day.

Four Hundred Thousand Men Who Wear
the Bronze Button and Believe in
“Fraternity, Charity, Loyalty,”

WARWHICHCALLED

to arms 2,218,365 indi-

vidusls in defense of

nationality and for the

advancement of human

liberty, with a death

roll in battle of 110,000,

and which was swelled

by all casnalties 1nei-

dent to the service to

564,000, and whose vet-

4 erans bearing battle

soars were nearly a half

million when mustered

out, furnished the con-

ditions for a comradeship unknown to

times of peace. The logical result of sach

comradeship was organization. Whilethe

WAr was yot in progress several organiza-

tions of veterans were effected. As early

as March, 18¢2, the Third Army Corps

Union was formed, with General Siokles as

president, while in the North Carolina

Benate chamber, in April, 1565, the Society

of the Army of the Tennessee was formed.

The close of the war was followed by the

formation of many societies, including the

Army of the Cumberiand, the Army of the

Obhio and the Army of the James, whioh was

subsequently mergad into the Army of the

Potomae. These were followed by corps,

division, brigade and regimental associa-

tions in large numbers. It was soon dis-

covered thst these organizations did not

meet the requirements of a comradeship

sosttered over s whole country. In no

community counld enough men of one regi-

ment, or even of one corps, be found to

constitute o special seciety, while iu every

Neorthern eommuanity the veterans came to

represent a score of regiments and half es

many States. In different States, soon

alter the close of the war, various societies

of veterans were crganized for wvarious

purposes, but nove of them was of more

than local importance, anda oeased to exist

when a national erganization, based upon

brosd principles and open to all honorably
discharged soldiers, was presented.

Sueh an organization is the Grand
Army of the Republie. 1t is probable thas
the Revy. W. J. Hutledge, chaplain of the
Fourteenth lllinois Volunteers. was the
first man to suggess the idea that the sol-
dierapo closely allied n the comradeship
of the war when mustered out would
patarally desire to form an association
that wounld preserve the friendsh:psand
the memories of their common servioce,
danger and glory. Thia suggestion was
mwade 1o Major Stephenson, surgeon of the
same regiment, and he and the chaplain
discussed 18 and agreed that at the close of
the war they would work out some
such project. The war over, the sub-
ject of a npanonal organization of
veterns formed the basis of A
gorrespondence nntil March, 15¢6, when the
two above named met in Spriongheld, 111,
and spentsome fime In arranging aritual
Major Stephenson, however, hiad taken the
initiative in regard to the ritaal some time
previous. It is significant that tbe move-
ment which resulted in the Grand Army of
jo-day should have started 1n that part of
lilinols where Abrabam Lincoln spent the
years of his early manhood, and that the
first conference should be beldin the city
in which he resided when oleoted Presi-
dent, and which is bonored by the first
mouument in memory of that greatest of
American patriots and statesmen., The
first conference was held in Springfield, in
which a score or more of lllinoia soldiers
participated, At she saggestion of Governor
Oglesby the first ritual was printed by L
W. Coltrin and Joseph Frior, the publish-
ers of the Decatur Tribune. Asthe resalt,
the first post of she Grand Army of the Re-
public was organized at Decatur, Apnl 6,
1508, by Major Stepbenson, assisted by
Captain Phelps, of the Thirty-second l1li-
pois. The post was organized with twelve
charter members, and M. I', Kanap, captain
of Company A, Forty-firats lllinos Volun-
ters, was made post commander. The
eharter members were: 1 C. Pugb,
George R. Steele, J. W. Routh, Joseph

‘rior, J. H. XNale, J. T. Busbhop, G. H.
Duonning, E. F. Sibley, M. F. Kanan, C.
Eeitsame, 1. N, Coltrin and Agnilia Toland.
At the pext meetivg a few recruits were
taken 1n,

The first counstitaution, agreed upon in
Bpringlield, May 15, 1566, provided for pre-
cinot organizaticns, to be known as posts;
county organizations, to be known as dis-
tricts; Staie organizations, to be known as
departments, and the pational organiza-
tion, to be known as “The Grand Army of
the Hepublie.”

Defore another poat was established, a
department staf?! had bLeen agreed wpon,
with Maor Stephenson ssadepartment com-
mwandcer. This done, the depariment ollicers
devoted themsaelves to the organization of
posta, The second post was established at
Bpringfield, Illinois. In June, after the or-
ganization of the first post 1o April, was held
s convention of the members of the Grand
Army snd other soldiers, after which posts
sorang up rapidiy in [llinoia. Awnother and
segulsr meeting was beld 1o Joly., It was,
In fact, the first Departinent Encampment.
Major Geveral John M. Palmer, now Sena-
Sor Palmer, was elected department com-
mander, '!_’ho orgsanization spread into

other States, chiefly through the efforts of
Dr. Btephenson, who, after the eleo-
sion of General Palmer, acted
&8s commander.in-chief and organizer
in other States. The necessary fands for
the prosecution of the work were furnished
by various individuals, The department of
Jndiana supplied Major Stephenson with
blank charters, rituals and regulations, In
fact, 1o this early work of organization In-
diana was scarcely behind lllinois, and for
thatreason should have the second or third
place on the roll of departments. So rap-
idly did the work go on that posts were or-
ganized, in many cases, without reporting
to the proper headquarters. In Oectober,
15C€, a little more than s1x months after the
organization of the first post 1n Decatar,
departments had been formed i1n lllinois,
Wisconsin, Indiana, lowa and Minnesota,

if not phemix-like, the building has
not rigen from its ashes, Mr. Bohien has
resurrected for the purpose of publication
the building in whieh was laid the founda-
tions of the most remarkable organization
that the country has seen and the mosi
potent after more than a gquarter of a cen-
tury that she country has ever known.
WHO THEY WERF.

The meeting was oalled to order by Com-
mander-in-chief Stepbenson, Colonel John
M. Snyder was made secretary and Gen-
eral Jules C. Webber and Major O. M. Wil-
son assistant secretaries, The committes
on credentials reported the number ot dele-
gates present from the States as follows:

Distriet of Columbia, 1; Illinois, 24
Indians. 145; lowa, ¢; Kansas, 1; Kentuoky,
8: Missour:, % New York, 1; Ohio. 15; Penn-
sylvania, 3; Wisconsin, 7—total 225,

The following are the nnmea of the.dele.
gates, taken from the Indianapolis Jour-
nal of Nov, 21, 1866:

Indisna — Gen. Dan Macanley, Sergt.

GEN., ULYSSES 8. GRANT.

and poats had been organized in Obio, Wis.
consin, Kentucky, Arkapsas, District of
Columbias, Massachusetts, New York and

Pennsylvania.
—_— e ———————

FIRST NATIONAL MEETING,

It Was Held in Indisnapolis—List of Those
Who Partieipated—What Was Done,

At the meoting in Springfield above sl-
lnded to provision was made for a national
organization. Very naturally, the oity
which was the center of the membership of
the Grand Army then as well as now was
selected for the honor of the {irst national
encampmens, namely, Indianapolis, and
the date was November 20, 1566, In the
city of Indianapolis, nearly twenty-seven
years ago, was laid the founaation ot the
splendid national organization
Grand Army of the Republie, State depart-
ments there were, but this meeting was as
important to the growth and future power
of the organization as was the Constitution
whioh made the thirteen States a Nation,

The call was iasued by order of B. F.
Stephenson, “Commander-1in-chief G. A, R.
U. 8&.” aud made oflicial by J. C. Webber,
Adjutant-general, Department of lliinois,

The basis of representation 1o this call was
*“‘one representative for every post, and an
additional delegate for sach one hundred
members or fractional part thereof.,” If
that busi1s of representation was in force
to-day, the postc would be represented by
nearly eight thousand delegntes and the
membership by guite as many more. All
comrades are requested to wear the “‘blue,”
with ocorps badges,

Indianapolis, in November, 1866, was a
city of less than 45,000 population, but so
insignificant was the meeting of the lim-
ited Grand Army of 1506 that i1t attracted
very listle attention. Morrison's Opera
Hall, which had been tastefully decorstead
for the occasion, while the battle tlags of
Indiana regiments were displayed ou the

of the !

M. E. Cbhandler, Chaplain Lozier, Col. J.
b.'McClaIIsnd. Col. C, B. Oakley, Col. C.
W. Buttertield, Lient, F. M. Thaver, Sergt.
C. V. Jones, Col. M. Peden, P. Matthews,
8. K. Power, Col. W, L. Vestal, Col, J. 8,
Bishop, Capt. J. B. Wallace, T. H. B. Me-
Cain, Capt. J. N, Aughe, Lient, Sidney Me-
Guire, Sergt. W. Bodenhamer, Harry Cald-
well, Col. J. O. Martin, Col. A. D. Rose,
Col. A, M. Tuoeker, W. Mel'arland, Magyv
Southard, Capt. L. 8, Powell, Maj. Gen, 1{
S. Foster, Maj). O, M. Wilson, Capt, George
W. Finley, Gen. Thomas J. Brady, Gen.
Frank Ellets, W. H. MoCasper. Gen. Geo.
Steele, Cant. J. B. Fessleman, G, R. Hol-
lowell, K. H. Banek, A. O. Behm, J. 1. Dan-
ham, Col. C, 8. Thompson, Capt. J. R
Carnahan, Sergt, I3, IV, Magee, Sergt, I'rank
Dexter, J. L. Ford, Maj. k., J. Sortess, Col.
John W. Wilson, Maj, H, D. Ellis, Capr, W,
B. Reyburn, John W. Smith, Maj. O.
Blake, Capt. E. Hawkins, James Lucas,
James Basey, Wm. R, Sherley, Wm. E,
Craig, Dr. J. W, Craig, Capt. J. M. Essing-
ton, Capt. K. C. MeCoy, Capt. J. T. Powell,
Col. T. H. Harris, J. ', Kendall, Serge. H.
Kendall, Gen. C, 8, Parish, Col. J. li. Polk.
Wm. I, Henley, John Parker, Enoceh Har-
lan, Gen. Geo. Humphrey, Walter Til-
ford, E. N. Clark, Amos Kersey, Maj. A, 1.,
Foote, Lieut, 8, J. Thompeson, J. R. Me-
Bride, Col. J. B, Dodge, Lient. S, F. Mason,
Chaplein Robinson, G. K. Cook, M. E. Vier-
son. Col. W, H. schiater. Capt. J. W. Smith,
A. F. Davis, C. A. Gordum, 8, C. Seoty, T,
E. Dawson, G. W. Lambert, E. W. Ross,
Alonzo Harvey, Lient. G. L. Langsdale,
Jacob Payne, J, A, Wier, Capt. C, W,
Brouse, Capt, E. P. Howe, E. T, Blackmer,
Capt. T. Forner, Robert Ewald, Maj. Wm.
Patten, F. C. Crawford, Maj. J. E. Brant,
W. I, Polk, Maj. Q. B. 8mith, Col, A. J.
Hawke, Dr. W. M. Pureell, Sergt. W, P.
Wilson, R. J. Strickland, Stepben Lyor,
Gen. H. D. Washbarn, Capt. John Con-
yers, Maj. John Sim, Capr,T. W, Me(Coy,
Capt. J. W, Jucobs, John M. Wilson, W. T,
Jopes, Dr. R. Carley, W, 8. Conde, W. S,
Yonung, Col. J. R, Fessler, Lreut, C, N, Lee,
Col. L. 8. Shuler, Ser¢t. Charles Lester,
Col. C, A. Zollinger, W, W. Graves, Col, C.
&> Ellis. P. Maipha, Lieant. R. I. Larken.
Sergt. David Caeger, James L. Whitcomb,
Col. H. Tripp, Lient. L. C. Bennett, Capt

GEN, PHILIF H. SHERIDAN,

stage. wonld haveaccommodated double the |
nuomber of delegates which came to the |

meeting.
Morrison’s Opera Hall, the birthplace
and the cradle of the Graud Army as a

A. C, Conning, Sergt. A MaGinnme, Sergt.
L. W, Waker, Maj. H, V. Perrv, Capt. 8. L,

| Butler, Sergt. D. W, Brener. L. B, Stanton,

| Maj, 8. L.

national organization, 1s now but a miem- |

ory, being destroyed by fire shortly
nfter the meating. Were 18 1n existence
to-day, at the northwest corner of Meridian
and Marviand streets, it wonld be the
Mecea to which thousands of visitors
who wear the hronze button would repais
While John B. Gongh was delivering a
lectare the "'Luilding was discovered to be
on lire.
titied those in the andience, equally
cool, to withdraw with their triends
withont sbow of baste. Mr
saw his aandience dJdisappearing, but
could not divine the cause until, when the
andience room was nearly des~rted, he was
informed that tbe buildiug was on fire

Two or three cool-headed men no- |

Gongh |

‘The Journal eould find no picture of the |

building, but Mr. Oscar D. Bohlen, of D). A.
Bohlen & Son, srchitects, found the plans
of the Dbuilding, which were made
yoars ago, among his papers, so that,

: Wilson, Col. M. (., Garber,
Lieat. A. C. Thorn, Maj. W. T. Joues,
W. H. Fisbher, Frunk Doster, Maj. J. L.
Wilson, Jacob Payue, John A. Child. Wes-
ley Walker, James C. Hennett, W. M.
Morris, W, Coulson, R. B, Whitlock., J.
G. Amer. Perry Miller, J. E. Hrang,
Capt. G. W. Green, H. C. Vincent, Lient,
J. V., Hadley, Capt. E. F. Hant, Maijor R.
L. Letson, 8, A. Child, A. C. Rawlipson,
Major M. C. Shaw, Capw Hiram Darkes,
John W, White. Sergt. H. Kirby,
Capt. 8, W, Jacobs, Gen. Frank White,
Lient. Alex. C. 1 homaes. 5. G, Bigelow, Col.
C. W. Chapman, Major E. Armstrong. P. E,
Farmer, Capt. E. F. Ratber, George K. Steele,
H. C. Brenn, W. 8. Magill, C. I.. Adamson,
Thomas Clark, Jobn G. Stradley, David W,
Brewer, Liecatenant Scott, Capt. J. M. S,
Smith, Lieut. W. F, Dayis, Mai. John W.
Popp, Maj, R. I'. Feisner, H. H. Mathias,
Geurge Kobertson, Dr. W, Brittingham,
B. K. K. Harriman, &, D. Lyon, Richasd

Clark, Col J, B. Dodge, Liout, lenry Wil

Bulldiog in Which the Firat G. A, R En-
i eampment Was Held,

lets, Capr. W. B. Givens, A. E, Pierce, Gen.
Jasper Packard, William P. Polk, George
Teter, Sergqt. 5. Hammersmith, Maj. J. B.
Mulky.

INinois—Gen, R, M. Pierson, Geu, F. B,
Mosher., Maj. E. 8. Jehnson, Lient. H.
Wells, Capt. A, Ublman, Gen. M. R.M. Wal-
lace, Capt. William Parker, Col. W, B.
McCord, Capt. G-‘Iuo Huaot, Capt. J. D,
Estes, Capt. J. M. Thompson, Edward
Hiteheock, Capt. H. 8. Clark, Capt. A. M,
Lee, Capt. T. M. Hill, Capt. J. H. Hall,
Capt. T. B, Sellers, Mahlon Votaro, Sure
geon J. R. Little, Capnt. W. ). E. Andrus,
Gen. A. L. Chettom, Maj. B. I, Stephienson,
Gen. John M, Palmer, Gen. J. C. Weler,
Col. J. M. Snyder, Col. D. Grosa, Jr. W, E,
Turner, Gen, J, O, Osborne, Jolin 8. Pheips,
Gen, 8, A, Harlbert, Capt. J. G, Evans, G.
W. Gano, Will k., Tarner, Aajt. L. K. Lu-
oax.

Missouri—Gen. John MeNiel, Gen. Ches.
ter Harding, Col. J, %, Cavender, Col. John
Melall, Col. F. B. Legerberger, Capt. Law-
rence Brace, Capt. J. M. Bond, Capt, John

Riead.

Ohio—Gen. B. F. Potts. (. F. Laarel,
Philip Weim, Gen., Thomas Ta{lor. 8. D,
Porter, E, 2 Woodlawn, (. I Thomas,
Capt. Henry Darpbash, Col. E. I, Snyder,
Gen. Angust Willieh, Lieuat. W. H. McCoy,
Major N. 1), Badger, Lient. Hugh Mo{)uis.
ton, Col. B. F. Hawkes, Capt. A. L. Green,
Laeut. 8. . Porgoer.

lowa—Gen. Wm. Vandever, Capt. A. P.
Alexander, Lieut. W. A. Ryan, Capt. 8. D,
Pierce.

Wisconsin—Gen. J. K. Proundfit, Capt
C. G. Mayers, Richard Lester, H, G. Rogers,
Capt. Thomas A. Gwynne. a

Penveylvania—Col. John G. Kelisy, Col,
Clayton MeMichaol. Major K. G. Fettera,

Kentucky—Col, Thomas B, Farleigh, Col.
H, K. Medriand, Col. H. Burge.

Keansas—Major T. J. Anderson,

New York—Col. J. B. MeKean.

Distriet of Columbia—L. Edwin Dudley.

WIHAT THE ENCAMPMENT DID,

Such are the names of the men who as-
sembled in Indianapolis to put the new-
born veteraun organization npon a national
basis, twenty-seven years ago. Loesation
gave Indiana a large part of its preponder-
auce—a two.thirde vote — but it is
evident that in the very boegin-
ning Indiana contained a greater
membership than any other State except,
verhaps, [llincia. Thus it may be claimed

that the Grand Army of the Hepublio, as
an organizaeion, was born in this clty
twenty.seven years ago, 1rue, there were
s dumber of posta in different Biates and
Stiate organizatiousin s more or less chaotio

B. F. Stephenson, Founder of the G. A. R,

condition. Moreover, theres were in several
states organizations of a similar nature.
But they lacked the power of cohesion and
construotive organization. By the conven-
tion of soldiers in this city, all the soatter-
1ng postsand defective Btate orgrnizations
under a balf dozen names, wero fased into
one uatiopal organization, the Grund Armny
of the Republie. No one can tell its mem-
bemsbip at that time, but since that time 1t
Las borne upon 1ts muster rolle, since 1tsor-
ganization, not Jess than 00,000 men who
had stood 1n the ranks which saved the
Republie.

At the outset a large proportion of those
who took a part in the movement were
oflicers, as the foregoing listof namesshows.
This fact is easily accounted for. I'he mass
of men who had been n tne war had bad
enough of soldiering. They bad snbmitted
to the disciphpe of the cum%; they had
stood on the gilt-edged bhell of battle; now
they wanted to enjoy the novelty of being
their own moen. Then, the most of them
had to tind places in which to earn bread,
and with thousands the struggle has lasted
until to-day. Furthermore, there was a
good deal of marrying to do, Some of it
had bLeen postponed by the war and
some was hastened by its close. The
war was then so near that most
men did not care to talk about it, and 1t
was only as the years passsd and a widen-
ing vision enabled the velerans to realize
the magnitude of the work they had
schieved, that they eame to take a pride in
the fact of baving been volunteer soldiers,
As the years passed a comradeship which
seemec of little consennence when they
threw down their arms and sought the old
homes waxed precious as 8 memory, and
yet more precious as the years glidea
poiselessly by.

Gen, John M, Palmer, of Illinois, now
United States Senator, was chos8én presi-
dent of the econvention, and a vice
president was chosen from each
State, L. Edwin Dudley was made
secretary, and Rev. John H. Lozier,
of Indispa, chaplain, Commitiees were
appointed on constitotion, ritual and
other branchesof the proposed organiza-
tion. Among other things, representation
in the Nationa! Encampment waa fixed on
the basis of one representative at large for
each State and an additional one for each
one thousand members. It wasalso voted
that department commanders and wsenior
and janior vice commanders should be ex
officio members of the National Encamp-
ment. The resolutions adopted conld be
published to-day as a declaration of the
purpose of the organization and epito-
mized in the words, “i'raternity, Charity
and Loyvalty.”

The lirst day's business session closed
with the appointment of & committes to
fovite Gov, O, I, Morton to address the
convention in the evening which he aud,
He was introdueed by General Palmer, the

sudience rising on the annonncement and |

giving three cheers. In the course of his
address Governor Morton said:

“We can never understand what we owe
to the army that saved tbe government.
Had it not been for that army therebellion
would have sncceeded, the Southern Con-
federacy wonld have been established. and
to-aay we might have had nos only a
Northwestern confederacy but a Pacifio
confederacy, from whioch we would have

soon drifted into anarchy and from thence
to monarchy. The war is over, the mem-
bers of the loyal army rataroed
home to falsify the predictions
of their enemies. From being good
soldiers, they beoame the best of citizens,
* * " The gratitude of the government
is due to the men who saved 1t, and that
gratitude will grow stronger as years in-
crease. The Republie will take care of
those to whom 18 owes its existence.”

General Palmer feslingly replied to the
remarks of Governor Morton, payinga high
tribnte to the war Governors who did so
much to sustain the Lincoln administra-
tion and the men 10 the field. Withoat de-
tracting from the high service of any of
themw, 1t conld be sa1d that Governor Mor-
ton, by his rare courage and i1ndefatigable
efforts 1n the face of the most powerfal op-
position, stood at their head,

Townard the close of the second day’s ses-
sion the constitution and the resolutions
setting forth the prineciples ana purposes
of the organization were adopted. Then

the convention died, and out of its death

itself was the institation of *‘Memorial
day.” Adjntant-geperal Chipman bas sad
that sugeestion was made by & private soi-
dier, in Cincinnati, who was & native of
Germany. Boldiers’ graves were, however,
decorated in Waterloo, N. Y., in May, 1506,
and upon the suggestion of T. C. Campbell,
of Cincinnati, afterwaras quartermaster-
general, the posts of that ecity decorated
the graves of their comrades in 1567. He-
yond question general order, No. 11, dated
May 5, 1808, is the most important ever
issued to the veterans of the country. It
is redolent with the intense patriotism of
John A. Logan. *“if other eyes grow dull,
and other hands slack., snd other hearts
cold in the solemn trust,” he says. “ours
shall keep it well as long as the light and
warmth of life remsain to us.” Many feared
that it was a mistake, bat those who know
the Grand Army koow that no ome thing
bas contributed so much to build up and
keep alive small posts as the observance of
Memorial aay. )

It was predicted that it was the parpose
of General Logan to use the Grand Army

GEN, WILLIAM

A

T, SEHERMAN,

was born the Grand Army ot the Republie, |
when the following ollicers were chosen: |

Commabder-in-chief 8. A. Hurlbat, of |
Illinois; senior vice commander-in-chief
J. B. MeKean, of New Yurk; junior vice
commander-in-chief K, &  Foster, of
Indiana: adjutant-general B, F. Stepben-
son, of lllinois; quartermaster-general
August Willich, of Otio; gurgeon-geperal
D. C. MeNeil, of Iowa: chapiain, W. A, Pile,
of Missouri; coancil of administration—J.
K. Proudfit, of Wisconsin; Wilhiam Vau-
dever, of lown; T, O. ( , of 1llinois; T,
C. Fleteher, of Misdoa®} *T. T. Tayvlor, of
Ohio: H. K. Milward, of Kentucky; I. T,
Bramball, of New York; Nathan Kimball,
of Indianas; Clayton McMichael, of Penn-
sylvania, .

FROM 1866 TO 1802,

Fourteen Years of slow Growth, Followed
by Vast Accessions of Memberahip.

Headquarters were retained at Spring-

field, 111., under Ad;atant-general Stephen-

son, Commander-in-chief Hurlbut could |

not give personal attentioa to the altairs of
the order, consequently, at a critical period
1u the existence of the new organization,
it did not bave the direction 1t required
for 1ts success. The second meeting of the
National Encampment was beld 1o Phila-
delphia, Jan, 15, 1565, Twenty-one depart-
ments were represented by 183 revore-
sentatives, The representation showed
that the strength of the organiza-
tion was in the central States of
the West, Ohio having #4. Indiana 22, 1lli-
nois 36, or within three votes of a majority
of the delegation. It scems shat the com-
mittee on credentials reported the names
of the delegates with the titles attained in
the service. The report was referred back
to the committee with instructions to drop
military titles, as it was an organization
of comrades. There 18 nothing in the re-
ports to show the membership, but the

financial reports showed a lamentable con-

to promote his political aime, but those
who read his addresses and orders will tind
that be was strennously opposed to parti-
san action by posts.

THIRD EXCAMPMENT.

The third annunal meeting of the National
Encampment was held in Cincinnati, May
12, 1860, In bhis address Commander-in-
chief Logan said: “‘Politically, oiir object
is not to mingle in the strife of parties, but
by our sjrength and numbers to be sable to
exact from all & recognition of our rights
with others.”

The adjutant-general, in his report, made
no estimate of the membership, but stated

that there were 2500 posts in thirty-
seven departments. There were
but sixty-five delegates present, snd
Indians and [llinois, where the organiza-
tion bad 1ts inception were reported as not
entitleda to represeutation, but subseguent-
ly lllinois was admitted with eight dele-
gatea and Indiana with three. The finan-
ces of the Nationul Encampment were yet
in a deplorable cordition, and the national
organization inust have collapsed in hope-
less and helplesa insolveney, had not com-
rade I, T, Owen, of ’hiladelvhis. advanced
over §1,000 to meet previous indebtedness.
This encampment made the fatal mistake
of adopting a system of degrees in member-
snip like other secret societies, namely:
the grade of the recruit, the grade of the
soldier and the grade of the veteran. While
there are those who yet believe that grades
based upon length of service might have

strengthened theorder. itisnow known that

the ““thre~-degree” scheme, instead of re-
lieving the order of depression consequent
upon the reaction from hasty and partial
organization, hastened the work of disin-
tegration. Itis claimed that pravions to
the adoption of the three-grade system,
240,000 veterans were enrolled in the Grand

- Army, but it contained less than 25,000

when, two years later, it wad'abolished.

General Logan was re-elected com-
mander-in-ehief; Governor Fairebild, of
Wisconsin,senior vice,and General Hawley,
of Connecviout, junior vice commander-in-
chief, and W, 1. Collins became adjutant-
general.

GEN, GEORGE H, THOMAS,

dition of affairs, namsly: receipts, ®i52;
disbursements, 21,657, Few of the depart-
mepts had paid their dues, and Lounisiana,
ons of the smallest, paid #1832, while Ohio
paid 220, aud the other two States having
the largest number of delegates did not
oontribute a cent.

A spinited dis-ussion arose over the prop.

osition to so amend the declarationof prin-
ciolesthattheorganization “shall not make
nominations for oflice or use its inlinence,
As B secret organization, for partisan par-
poses.” The amendment was adopted, and
stands to-day as the honorably ohserved
principle of the Graud Army. Complaint
was made in the resolutions that the vet.
erans were generally ignored by those hav-
ing appointments tomaks. The following
officers were elected: Commander-in-chief,
John A. Logan; senior viee commander, J,
T. Owen, of Pennsylvania; junior vice com-
mauder, Joseph . Hawley, of Connecticut-
adjntant-general, N, P. Chipman, of Waasb;
ington,

The act which will eauss the first year of
the administration of Gensral Logan to be
semembered longer than the Grand Army

FOURTH AND FIFTH EXCAMPMENTS,
The National Encampment next met in
Washington, May 11, 1870, Nineteen de-
partments, with only fifty-two delegates,
were represented. In his address, Com-
mander.in-ebief Logan took occasion to

correct current misconceptions regarding
the mission of the Grand Army, begioniug
a8 follows:

“Tbe Grand Army of the lepubliec isnot a
politioal organization designed to serve the
ends of any political party. = * = We

- have but threeobjectas obligatory upon us as

members of this order. namely: To pro.
mote the love and practice of fraternity,
liberal distributions of charity, and an-
equivocal joyalty.”
peaking of the fatunre of the Grand
Army. the organization being then in a de-
pressed condidition, General Logan, with
that fervid patriotiam which was bis dis-
tingnishing feature, said:
“It should be the aim of the Grand Army
to bring within its fold every bonorably
discharged soldier and sailor, ang, by the

f

——
constant exercise of the virtues we profess
create an infinence second only to the
church of Christ.”

The officers were the same as the year pre-
vious. except that Lounis Wagner, of Penn.
sylvania, was elected junior vice command-
er-1n-chief, instead of General Hawley.

The Fifth Anpual Encampments was bheld .

in Boston, May 10, 1871, General Logan pre-
siding, Seventeen departments were ropre-
sented by sisty-eight delegates. At the
second encampment the three States of In-
dians, Illinois and Ohio furnished near
ly half the representatives, but 1o this, the
fifth meeting, Indians had noe represents-
tion. and the other two States but twoeach,
But. if the ropresentation wassmall and the
membership redneoed, the quartermaster-
general ehowed that. financially, the en-
campment was even with the world exoept
s swrall balance due Comrade Owen, who
saved it from bankruptey three years be-
fore by loans. It was to this encampment
that the National Peace Convention tele-
graphed:

We congratalate you on 2 peacefnl
ment. As velerans, ¢an you pot add your pro-
test against war, taat may never be an-
other war encampment!

In response the boys sent this charaeter-
18tic response:

Your congratulations reciproeated. The Grand

Army of the Republieo s determined to have
peace even if it has to fight for it
was the

Among the resolutions adopted
following:

Resclved, That the Grand A of the Repub-
lio i2 in no sense whatever a ;l.;l’lﬂcﬂ
tion, and any comrade who endeavors to use
order auaputltl(‘n:‘ ﬁﬂ;})l:: ‘07.2;‘9‘“!:”

ratilying any selfis tieal tion, is rec-
:clnt 1o lils dlit)’ to Lis comrades.

This was the first year that a return of
the membership was made,
on Dec, 31, 1571, the number of nmboa
was 50,124, of which Massachusetts b
11.208 and Indiana and lllinolis none.

The following oflicers were elected: Come
mander-in.chief, Gen. A. E. Burnside
eenior vice commander-in-ehief, Lous
Wagner; junior vice commander-in-chisf,
James Coey, of California.

Headguarters were establisbed in New
York ecity, with William Cuosbhing a8
adjutant-genergi. Duriog the year which
followed comrades were upon to ex.
tend assistance to comrades who suflered
by the Chicago fire.

SINTH, SEVENTH AND EIGHTH MEETINGS,

The £ixth National Enpcsmpment was
held in Cleveland, O,, May 8, 1572 Bixteen
departments were represented by seventy-
five delegates and ex-officers. As all the
staf of Commander-in-chief Burnside
served without salaries, Quartermaster Ats-
wood, of Boston, was able to re a nebd
cash ana property balance of §5.078.55

By resolution, the stteption of the
Secretary of Ware was called to an
army quartermaster in Texas who refused
to empioy Union veterans, but did empl
ex-contederates. Aoction was taken to

the attention of Congress to the necessity
of establishing homes for disabled veter-
ans and tor sn iocresse of pensions for
those permavently disabled. The same
officers were re-elected, execept that J. War.
ren Keifer. snbsequently Speaker of the
national House, was muade junior vige coms
mander-in-ehief. The membership at the
close ol the year 1572 was 25 603,

The seventh annual on was held in
New Haven, Conn., May 14, 1878 Commands«
er-in-chief Burnside presiding. Sixteem
departinents were represented by forty-
eight delegates. At this date the Grand
Army was essentially an Esstern organiza-
tion. Indiaus and lllinois were reported ag
departments disorganized dormant,
Still, the finapces of the dheampment
showed a large balance on the eredit side,

The following officers were eloosed;
Charles Devens, jr., of Massachuses
commander-in-chiet, John R. Goble
New Jerscy, senior vice, snd Edwara Fere
guson, of Wisconmn, jenilor wvice. The
membershi1p at the close of 1573 was 23 551,

The eighth session of the National En-
eampment was beld in Harrisburg. Pa.,
May 13, 1874, Commmander-in-chief Dpvens
presiding. Fifteen departments were rep-
aesented by fifty-one ropressntativ
Quartermaster-genoeral Spragoe nnoﬂa
$1.117aenet asvets. Daring this session past
depariment commanders were made repre-
soutatives in the Nationasl Encampment so
Joug as they remain 1n good standing in
their posta. Geuneral Devens was re-e
commander-in-chief, Edward Jardine, of
New York, senior vice, and George T. Gould,
of Illinois, junior vice. The membership
at the close of the year 1574 was 25538
losa 1,570 from 1578, At this time it was
predioted that the Grand Army was slowiy
falling 1nto decay.

NINTHU, TENTH AND ELEVENTH SESSIONS.
This time the session was held in Chis
cago. Only fourteen departments wers
represented, but they bad sevenpty-eighi
representatives, The following oflicers
were elected: Commander-in-chief, John
F. Hartranfe. of Pennsylvania; senior vice,
J. 8 WNeyrolds, of Illincis; junior viece,
Charles J. Buckbee, '

A pawe then appeared among the minos
officers thut is now as well known in De-~

tional encampments as that of most any
man ‘o the order— Rev. Myron W. of

Wisconsin, as chaplain. The members of

the cncampment witnessed a review of the

Illinore militia, and a public reception was

held 1n the Lxposition Building. 1The mem-

bership at the close of 1875 was 27,006,

_Tue tenth aunual mesting of the National
Encampment was held in P’biladelphin,
June 30, 1876, while the Centennial fair
was filling the city with people. Twenty«
twodepartments were represented by 110
department officers and representatives
Btill the Grand Army continued in the cone
trol of the Eastern Ntates, which were rep
resented by eighty-one of the one hundred’
delegains, Massachusetts distanced all
other ~tates 1n membership, having nearly
one-third of the total, Ohio was rednced to
473 members; lllinois to 1,074, and Indiana
wasuot in it, though it was reported
posts had been formed during the yesr in
the State. At this time the Grana Army
undertook to secure a liss of soldiers dis-
abled in the servies, but, in its soattersd
condition, the work counld not be com-
pleted. ‘The ofligers of the previous year
wuere re-eiected lor the most part, There
was a parade of nearly sli the posts in the
Devpartment of Pennsylvania and of s few
posts ;n‘ other States. At the l‘:lw of the
year 1276 the aguregate membership Was
N800 —a loss of :ter‘on- thousand daring
the year. This was the low tide with the
Grand Army. The turniog was siow bud
sure,

June 26, 1877, the eleventh sunusl seasion
was held in Providence. R. 1. Only twelve
departinents were represented by ninety.
SiX representatives. MNinety-two of the
DiDely-six delegates were from Easstern
departments. This was the first appear-
ance of the eloquent snd enthusiastie
Lovering:of Massachusetts, ss chaplsin-in.
chief, lu bhis address he announced the
“soldierly creed’” as tollows:

"1 believe 1n & fraternity which joins 11
indissoluble union, justice and Tight.
Lelieve in & eharity that, while mereiful to
aconquered foe, does not stultly iteelf by
surrendering the points of vietory; that
Dever forgets the brightness of that cause
whieh has Leen made illustrious by the
heoric sacritices of those whose gEraves
sbould be the shrines of the Nation's revir.
ence; Lelieve in loyalty that scknowl-
edges one country and one flag: that makes
Awerican citizenship honorable every-
where, that calls retellion & crime and
peunity of treason death; 1 believe thatin
ITaternity and oharity we should
sboulder’ to shonider, wiling at all
hazerd of favor or fame todefend the
Grand Army 6f the HRepublio as the
standard-bearer of the Nation's loysity.”

General Girant was in England at that
time, and comrade Tanner, recalling that
he was 10 dine with the Queen, moved shad
& dispatch be eablea him conveying the
hearty greetings of his The
tesolation was unanimounsly o but

General Graug, assuming thes the congrade

It shows that




